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1. How long does protection last? 

Registration of your Design takes effect on the Date of 
Registration shown on the Certificate. 

The protection lasts for five years, but by paying extension fees 
you can keep it in force from the Date of Registration for- 

(a) Fifteen years if the application for registration was filed 
prior to 1st August 1 989. 

or 

(b) Twenty five years if the application for registration was 
filed on or after 1st August 1989. 

Why do two different total periods of protection exist? 

The Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 (section 269) 
provides for fourtn and fifth period extensions only for those 
designs filed on after 1st August 1 989. 

V 

3. What is the effect of registration under the provisions 
of section 4 of the Registered Designs Act? 

The period of protection available to a Registered Design 
associated under section 4 with a previously Registered Design 
cannot continue beyond that of the earlier design. The period(s) 
of protection may be extended provided the original Registered 
Design remains in force. 

4. When should extension fees be paid? 

keep the registration in force, you (or someone on your 
jialf) must pay the correct extension fee by the end of each 
rive-year protection period. The Patent Office must receive 
your extension fee within the last three months of this period. 
Designs Form 9A must accompany the fee. 



6. What if the Patent Office does not rtctfr ffi 
fee and form by the end of the relevant prottttv 

If this happens, you have a further six months bj ^ 
should: 

a) apply and pay for extra time to pay the extension i 
and 

b) send Designs Form 9A with the extension fee and t 
time fee. 

If you do not do so, protection stops. 



7. Is the extension fee less for a Registered Design 
endorsed 'Licence of Right 9 ? 

No 



8. How should Registered Design and extension fees t 
paid? 

a) Before paying, please check the current scale of fees with 
Designs Registry at the Patent Office. 

b) Please pay by cash, money order, postal order, banker's dr 
or cheque. Please do not pay by postage stamps which cannot 
be accepted. Cheques, money orders etc should be crossed am 
made payable to 'The Comptroller-General, Patent Office.* 

c) Always send the fee(s) with the completed form(s) and 
enclose a Fee Sheet (FS1) listing the forms and fees. 

d) Post or deliver your forms and fees to the Patent Office. If 
posting, please address your envelope to 'The Cashier, The 
Patent Office, CardifTRoad, Newport, Gwent NP9 1RH\ 
Deliver by hand either to Newport or to 'The Patent Office, 
25 Southampton Buildings, London WC2A 1 AY'. 



5. Will a reminder be sent? 

For your own peace of mind and protection, you should set up 
and maintain effective arrangements for extending your 
registration. If your application for registration was filed on or 
after 1st August 1989 the Designs Registry at the Patent Office 
is required to send a reminder to your last registered address for 
correspondence in the six weeks after the relevant protection 
period has ended. This is meant to alert you to the possible 
failure of your extension arrangements - it is not a substitute for 
them. 



9. Where are forms available? 

Fee Sheets (FS1) and Designs Forms 9 A are available from the 
Clerk of Stationery, the Patent Office, Unit 6, Nine Mile Point, 
Cwmfelinfach, Gwent NP1 7HZ. 

10. What if ownership of the registration is acquired by 
someone else? 

Anyone who claims to have acquired the property in a 
Registered Design through any transaction, legal document or 
event has the right to apply to the Registrar for registration of 
his or her ownership in the Register of Designs. The Designs 
Registry at the Patent Office will explain bow to apply. 
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« novelty resides in the shepe and/or conjuration o£ the article shown 
n the representations. 
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